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Makiko: Hi, Helen. How was your trip to Hokkaido during the winter vacation?

Helen: Very good. It was my first time to visit Hokkaido. I enjoyed watching some kinds of birds and animals
living in cold weather. 1 saw tancho, red—crowned cranes, near Kushiro city.

Makiko: Tell me about tancho.

Helen: Sure. I could see the red parts of their heads and the black parts of their faces and wings. They were
flying over the snow. They looked very beautiful, so I tried to write a Aaiku in English.

@Lhe red—crowned cranes
playing in the snow
are winter flowers.

Makiko:  Great!

Helen: [ have heard that cranes stand on one leg in the water when they sleep, because water is warmer than
SNow.

Makiko:

Helen: [ can’t either. In other places I saw a lot of water birds swimming in rivers and lakes in Hokkaido. And [
met a man who gave birds food. He said, “We must watch and help these birds.”

Makiko:  Oh, he is very kind to living things.

Helen: He said,“Look at that bird. It doesn’t look as fine as the others. Birds coming here sometimes eat
things that are bad for them, and become sick. Some people visiting this place gbring bad things and
don’t take them home.”

Makiko: I am sorry to hear that. What should we do?

Helen: He said, “Students living here want more birds to come and to stay here. They’ll clean rivers and lakes
when spring vacation comes.” It will be nice if we can help them.

Makiko:  Yes! Let’s talk about it in our class.
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7 Have you ever seen true red—crowned cranes?
A I’ve never seen true red—crowned cranes.
7 Interesting! [ can’t stand on one leg so long.

T They should stand on two legs because they sleep long.
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(1) It was the ( ) time for Helen to visit Hokkaido.
(2) Red—crowned cranes looked so ( ) that Helen wrote a Aarku in English.

(3) Helen met a man giving birds ( ).
(4) Helen wants to help the students who will clean rivers and lakes when ( ) vacation comes.
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